BIOGRAPHIES

Kelly Somes – Devisor/Director

In 2004, Kelly graduated from the Victorian College of the Arts, School of Drama with a Graduate Diploma in Dramatic Art (Directing). Recent directing credits include All My Sleep and Waking by Mary Rachel Brown and a rehearsed reading of Alison Mann’s She’s Not Performing, which will have its premiere season at La Mama later this year. Other credits include The Grief Project and Eyton Rd for La Mama’s 40th Birthday Explorations Season; Argy Barge and Flibberty Gibbet for St Martins Youth Arts Centre and The Human Layer, which was awarded the 2005 Melbourne Fringe Festival Visionary Award.

Tim Stitz – Devisor /Performer

In Other Words (cheLA, Buenos Aires/Abbotsford Convent & The Meat Market), Three Dog Night (Two Blue Cherries – Adelaide Festival Centre/fortyfivedownstairs), Asylum (La Mama/RAV tour), A Man For All Seasons (Complete Works), television series Bogan Pride and Whatever Happened To That Guy. At the 2006 Green Room Awards Tim was nominated for Best Male Performer for Still a Hero (La Mama) and won the Best Ensemble Award for The Time is Not Yet Ripe (Here Theatre). Tim is part of Melbourne Playback Theatre Company.

Jessica Smithett – Production/Stage Manager

Jess works as a Production Manager, Stage Manager and Lighting Designer throughout Australia.  Over the past six years she has concentrated her skills to working in community and cultural development and youth theatre with companies such as Big hART, St. Martin’s Youth Arts Centre, Platform Youth Theatre, Riverland Youth Theatre, Ballarat University Arts Academy, NICA and local Government and Health Organisations.  She has worked on a range of theatrical events from festivals, opera, musicals, dance, and drama on small scale to national tours.
Bronwyn Pringle – Lighting Designer

Bronwyn has worked with a great variety companies in venues that have ranged from a nightclub in London’s west end, to a disused flat, to a woolshed, and more.  Recent designs at La Mama include The Flood, Eyton Rd, Aviary, and The Time is Not Yet Ripe.  Bronwyn has won Green Room Awards for Alias Grace (Malthouse Theatre 2005), Letters from Animals (Here Theatre/SRWT 2007) and two Fringe festival design collaboration awards.

Nedd Jones – Sound Designer/Realisation

Throughout the last 5 years, Nedd Jones has composed, created & designed sound for theatre, short film and television. His work has appeared at La Mama under the direction of Laurence Strangio, Nicola Gunn, Emma Valente, Chris Molyneaux, Xanthe Beesley & Lloyd Jones; in the television series City Homicide; and in short films by Jono Katz & Nicole Cleary. Nedd also plays with local indie bands Wellyn & The Night Terrors.

Liz Stringer – Composer/Sound Designer
Liz is a Melbourne-based acoustic and contemporary roots artist. In 2006, Liz released her debut album Soon, followed by the critically acclaimed Pendulum (2008). Liz has toured nationally with Aria award winner Mia Dyson, Jen Cloher & the Endless Sea, Ash Grunwald, Ember Swift (Canada), Joe Henry (US), Tete (France) and Weddings Parties Anything as well as the Broad festival with Laura Jean and Deborah Conway. She has been featured as a principal artist at the Apollo Bay Music Festival; the St Kilda Festival; and Queenscliff Music Festival and the Falls Festival. www.lizstringer.com
Ashlee Hughes – Design Realisation
Ashlee is a recent graduate of the VCA Bachelor of Production.  She is currently designing for As You Like It, directed by Trent Baker.  Other recent projects include Anatomy (ABC Television), Don’t Be Afraid Of The Dark (feature film), All My Sleep and Waking directed by Kelly Somes (Soulart Productions) at La Mama, 2009 Director’s Season at VCA and a secondment to NICA.

Jodie Ahrens – Aroma Designer
Jodie has been driving the multi-sensory work of Roundangle for the past four years.  In the Dark previewed at the Art of Difference Festival in March 2009.  Deceased Estate presented at the 2008 Melbourne Fringe Festival won the Melbourne International Arts Festival Award. Source/Sauce, an interactive sensory installation developed in collaboration with deaf and deafblind people, won The Visionary Award, The Go Full Tilt Award, The Melbourne International Arts Festival Award (to Sound Artists – Madeleine Flynn and Tim Humphrey) at the 2006 Melbourne Fringe Festival. With her partner, Will, she also runs Our Planet Enterprises - creating & touring environmentally themed performances & workshops.  

