             Media Release  
Hazel Curtis: Fear Doctor 

by Petra Kalive and Melissa Bubnic 

“I laughed myself sick.” – Helen Razer, The Age 

Directed by Jason Geary 

Performed by Petra Kalive
Hazel Curtis: Fear Doctor is a hilarious, subversive attack on the multi-billion dollar self-help industry and the construction of fear, written and produced by an exciting, talented new Melbourne comedy team Melissa Bubnic and Petra Kalive and directed by Jason Geary. From fear of aging to fear of gang rape during an end-of-season football trip, Hazel is relentless in her desire to cure. Hazel’s powerful, effective and easy strategies change lives. Spend an evening with Hazel and you too can open the door, to a hallway, to a passport, to a new way of living 

  

Meet Hazel Curtis: “Many of you are too afraid to look at yourselves. And you should be! You're hideous! You’re bleaching your teeth and spraying your bodies orange. You’re on Viagra having poor quality, vodka-fuelled sex with losers on RSVP. Why? Because you’re afraid you're not enough. You’re not enough. I won't lie to you.” 

  

Hazel Curtis used to be just like you. She was fat, suburban, and deeply afraid. She had let fear - fear of failure, fear of success – imprison her. Not anymore. The world’s leading fear doctor, Hazel Curtis has helped millions cross the gorge from ‘afraid’ to ‘unafraid’. “I’ve had blood in my stools for three weeks,” Hazel says. “But am I running to the oncologist? No. Why? Because I'm not afraid." Watch Hazel barge into the lives of her audience and facilitate their fear makeover.  

  

Hazel Curtis: Fear Doctor is written by Petra Kalive (who also performs the title role) and Melissa Bubnic. Petra’s most recent credits include a lead-supporting role in Underbelly, City Homicide and her adaptation of Peter Goldsworthy’s Three Dog Night performed at the Adelaide Festival Centre. She is also artistic director of independent theatre company, Two Blue Cherries. Melissa is the recipient of numerous commissions and prizes from Arts Victoria, Ian Potter Cultural Trust, La Mama, Transport Accident Commission’s ‘Make a Film, Make a Difference’, Platform Youth Theatre and the Children’s Literature Board of Australia. She is currently writer-in-residence at Red Stitch Actors' Theatre and is completing a Masters in Writing for Performance at Goldsmiths, University of London.  

  

Petra and Melissa have teamed up with director Jason Geary - also writer and performer of original comedy (Micallef Programme, SkitHouse and Thank God You're Here) and under his expert eye have produced this darkly comic satire about the ugly side of our quest for self-improvement.  

  

"Petra Kalive is very funny...she slips into the overweening, overstuffed polyester pants of Hazel Curtis with tremendous ease. Hyperbole, a whiteboard and joyous nonsense conspire to make this a riotous evening." - Helen Razer THE AGE 

    

Check out Hazel's Nuts of Wisdom at www.hazelcurtis.blogspot.com.au, become her friend on Facebook, and follow her on Twitter! 

   

Media contact:                 Carolyn Logan, Penney & Logan PR, email: 

                                          carolynlogan@bigpond.com, 9482 6067 or 0400 441 025 

Where:                             Mark Street Hall, 1 Mark Street, North Fitzroy  

Date:                                Tuesday 2 March to Sunday 14 March; 

                                        Preview 2 March / Opening Night 3 March 

Time:                               8:00pm Tuesday - Sunday  

Tickets:                            $25 full / $20 concession / $15 preview  

Bookings:                        www.trybooking.com       

